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In 1712, the Kangxi Emperor published an unprecedented book of poems with woodblock illustrations of thirty-six views in his newly completed summer
palace. These poetic visions summarized his lifelong goal to redefine imperial sovereignty. Kangxi also ordered the translation of the woodblock images into
European copperplate engravings. By combining Manchu and Han as well as Chinese and Western elements, Kangxi’s Thirty-six Views project exemplified

the multi-cultural hybridity of Qing culture during an earlier phase of imperialism and globalization.

Image: Woodblock illustration of View 18 of the 36 views from the Kangxi emperor's book, IMPERIAL POEMS ON THE THIRTY-SIX VIEWS OF THE
MOUNTAIN ESTATE FOR ESCAPING THE HEAT, 1712.



